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Wendy Maxwell
" Gesture Approach" or AIM (Accelerated I ntegrative M ethod)

f Descr iption of the project: %
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Wendy's method is innovative because gesturessato first teach specifically .(’ 5TERN"
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frequently used words in language, in the contéxt story. Then drama, music
and dance, and creative story writing are combioaéinforce the vocabulary
learned. The program is story-based instead of¢heased which leads the
students into greater involvement and allows theter to introduce many
different scaffolded oral and written activities.

Wendy Maxwell Teachers using her method report immediate resithstheir students: motivation for learning French
increases dramatically because the method appeatdsltiple intelligences. Sylvia Duckworth statbatt
"My Core French classroom is now a unilingual (Efeonly) environment. Pas d'anglais is a rule ithat
never broken by my students or me. Their enjoyroéftrench has skyrocketed and after 20 years cohteg, | feel rejuvenated!
Teachers, consultants and administrators from at¢h@sprovince come to my classroom to watch thinoaein action. A visiting teacher
recently told me that my Grade 4 Core French stisd@n the 2nd year of AIM) speak French bettenthar Grade 4 French Immersion
students (1st year French immersion).

Autobiography of Wendy M axwell:

Wendy Maxwell has been teaching French immersion and core Fiartble public and private Canadian school system20 years. Sh
has developed an innovative technique of teachiegdh with hand gestures, drama, creative storfingripuppetry, music and dance
and completed her Master's thesis on this appraadthits effectiveness in the FSL classroom. Wemahdacts workshops across the
country on her method, which is called the "GesApproach" or AIM (Accelerated Integrative Metho8he won the Prime Minister's
Award for Excellence in Teaching (1999).
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