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Wendy Maxwaell demonstrates the Accelerative Integrated Method language leaming to first and second grade students yestarday.

“The answer to every French teacher’s dream’

Many call the Accelerative Integrated Method a
godsend when it comes to teaching students a
second language. Yesterday, about 100 teachers got
a convincing demonstration, writes JAMES GORDON.

yon Plexman said she's
L cried with joy a couple of

times since stumbling
upon what she called “the an-
swer to every French teacher’s
dream.”

She watched with pride yes-
terday morning as her Grade 1
and 2 students from St. Gregory
Catholic School in Carleton
Place sat on stage at the Em-
bassy West Hotel, ringing off

“Never in a million years
would I dream the kids could
do what they're doing today,"
said Ms. Plexman, who intro-
duced AIM to her students at
the English school sbout a year

Despite having only 32 min-
utes a day of core French there,
her students are now at the
same zkill level as their French
immersion counterparts, who

working on," explained Mrs.
Maxwell, who is now based in
Vancouwver.

“So I threw that program out
and started writing stories and
plays that included high fre-
quency vocabulary they could
use”

She continued until 1999,
when she decided to add ges-
tures to every word she taught.
For example to demonstrate
“regarder.” the French word for
to look, the kids made imagi-
nary binoculars with their
hands, For "marcher,” the word
for to walk, they walked their
fingers across their hands.

‘Before, they could answer

http://www.ai mlanguagel earning.com/wendy-news2.htm

thetic learners.”

Ask the children, and they
sayit’s just plain fun.

“We get to do fun stuff and
it’s really easy”™ Mary Monk, 7,
said following her presenta-
tion.

"“Yeah, it's not hard at all ta
memorize all the words”
added Zachary Mills, zlzo 7.

Among other lessons this
year, he and his classmates
hawve been able to learn a the-
atre version of the Three Little
Pigs, and about 100 questions
and answers associated with iL

What seemed to impress the
teachers attending the work-
shop and demonstration was

how well-behaved the kids
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